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CCFP Roundtable 

1000 N. Alameda St., Suite 240 
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National CACFP Forum 

2751 Buford Hwy NE, Ste 500 

Atlanta, GA 30324 

 

February 16, 2021 

 

RE: Recommendations from CACFP field for Emergency Operational Costs Reimbursement 

Program 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Over the course of this past year, we have witnessed great challenges and incredible moments of 

resilience and community. In the face of financial hardship, the organizations that operate the 

Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) are pillars of strength in our communities. Now, 

with much gratitude, we look forward to the financial relief that is soon to come through the 

CACFP Emergency Operational Costs Program, as authorized in Sec. 722 of the Consolidated 

Appropriations Act, 2021 (P.L. 116-260). 

 

On behalf of the CACFP community, the CCFP Roundtable and National CACFP Forum urge 

the State to develop a disbursement plan that is easy to navigate and without undue burden on 

CACFP sponsors and sites. We offer the following considerations, as you develop your plans: 

 

To the fullest extent possible, expedite the disbursements to sponsors. These emergency 

relief funds are urgently needed in the face of a financial emergency and CACFP sponsors and 

sites cannot wait. We strongly encourage the State to follow USDA’s timeline and begin 

distributing funds to program operators by June 30, 2021 and no later than September 30, 2021. 

CACFP sponsors will work as quickly as possible to turn around the disbursements to sites, but 

need adequate time to do so before the January 31, 2022 deadline. 

 

Take reasonable steps to simplify the reimbursement calculations. The complexity of 

applying the reimbursement formula to CACFP operators will vary. For some, the calculation 

will be straight-forward, but for others there are scenarios that will require multiple, 

individualized calculations, especially if a provider was not open through the full timeframe 

covered in the guidance or switched sponsors during the year. We strongly recommend that the 

State provide the formulas and calculations supporting their reimbursement distributions and 

share necessary baseline data to sponsors when it is not otherwise available. 
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While sponsors are not able to begin the distribution of monies until they are received from the 

State, sponsors can begin working on processes and calculations immediately. We encourage the 

State to provide frequent guidance as it becomes available to support sponsors in their immediate 

calculations, so that the turn-around of funds from State-to-sponsor and sponsor-to-site is rapid. 

 

Ensure documentation does not go beyond normal and usual expectations. These emergency 

relief funds will be a much-needed infusion of resources for CACFP institutions and therefore, 

sponsors are eager to support the distribution of monies and the related administrative tasks. As 

expressed in USDA’s CACFP 05-2021 Memo, Child Nutrition Program Emergency Operating 

Costs During COVID-19: Implementation Guidance for State Agencies, these monies are 

intended for expenses incurred in the past and “will be considered expended upon receipt.”  It 

would be counterproductive to and in misalignment with the spirit of the CACFP Emergency 

Operational Costs Reimbursement Program to require documentation beyond normal and usual 

expectations for the distribution, use, and auditing of these monies. Given the emergency funding 

distribution timeline, institutions will need the option to roll over some of the emergency funds 

into the next fiscal year.  

 

Share a portion of the administrative funds with sponsors to support the timely 

disbursement to sites. Sponsors, like States, will incur administrative expenses related to the 

disbursement of the emergency relief funding. Taking a similar approach as used under the 

Pandemic-EBT program, we urge the State to share a fair portion of their one percent 

administrative reimbursement with sponsors who (as described in the USDA Q&A) conduct 

“activities and expenses tied to the provision and monitoring of funds under the Emergency 

Operational Costs Reimbursement Programs.” We welcome discussion about how to fairly share 

and allocate these resources. 

 

The CCFP Roundtable and the National CACFP Forum sincerely appreciate your consideration 

of these recommendations and the unique needs of CACFP in these unprecedented times. If you 

have any questions, please contact Elyse Homel Vitale (elyse@ccfproundtable.org), Reynaldo 

Green (Reynaldo.Green@qccga.org), or Jodi Kuhn (jkuhn@kc-education.com). 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Elyse Homel Vitale, MPH 

Executive Director, CCFP Roundtable 

 

 
Reynaldo Green 

President, National CACFP Forum 
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